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«« that was ever known under any Government. But 
«« all This, whilft the Way to Office and Authority 
“* lies through thofe Qva/ities, which acquire the 
«« general Efteem of the People ; whilft no Man is 
** exempted from the Danger and Current of the 
«« Laws whilft Soldiers are confined to Frontier- 
«* Garrifons, (the Guard of inland or trading Towns 
“« being left to the Burghers themfelves) and whilit 
“no great Riches are feen to enter by publick Pay- 
“* ments into private Purfes, either to raife Families, 
** or to feed the prodigal Expences of vain, extrava- 
« gant and luxurious Men; but all puwd/ick Monies are 
“* applied to the Safety, Greatnefs, or Honour of the 
“© State; and the Magiffrates themfelves bear an egual 
“ Share in all the Burthens they impo/e. ” 








Quondam LETHARG O grandi iff & tet 5. 


OR. 





® F all the Diftempers, which are inci- 
dent to a State, none feems to be of 
@ a more dangerous Conlequence thag 
B what may properly be called a Poxt- 
TicaL Leruarcy 3 which lays 
all the noble Faculties, generous Paffi- 
ens, and focial Virtues, as it were by Opium, in a 
profound Trance ; ard thereby leaves publick Mini- 
flers at their Difcretion, and under a ftrong Tempta- 
tion to do whatever their Ambition digtates with Im- 
punity, and without Obfervation. 





When 
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When the generality of any Nation are feized with 
this Malady, it ftupifies and benumbs all their Senfes 
in fuch a Manner, that they cannot feel the moft a- 
cute Pains, nor perceive the heavieft Burthens, the 
fharpeft Calamities, or the moft grievous Indignities, 
that are impofed upon them. A Man in a Lethargy 
is, to all Intents whatfoever, whilft it continues upon 
him, a dead Man ; having no more Notion of Health 
or Sicknefs, of Pleafure or Pain, of Riches or Po- 
verty, of Liberty or Slavery than one, who has lin 
a Year in his Grave. 

A political Lethargy is, in every Refpett, like a 
natural one 3 with this Aggravation, that whereas 
the /atter affeéts only Individuals, by rendring the 
World joylefs to them, at the fame Time that it ex- 
empts them from all Senfe of Pain, Lofs and Impofi- 
tion ; the former, befides thefe Influences on private 
Perfons, extends it felf to the Publick, and makes 
Pofterity feel the Effects of our Injenfibility. 

This popular Difeafe proceeds, like other Diftem- 
pers, from different Caufes, and may be dicover'd by 
various Symptoms ;. which it behoves me, who pro- 
fefs my {elf a political Phyfician, to point out to my 
loving Countrymen. 

Sometimes it is, in a Manner, inborn and arifes 
from a natural Coldnefs and phlegmatick Temper of 
Mind, uninform'd with any publick Principles, or any 
Regard for the Honour and Welfare of the Commu- 
nity. When This happens to be the Cafe, ‘and fuclr 
a languid Difpofition is mixt with the Blood, and in- 
terwoven with the Conftitution, (which will appear 
by a profefs’d Neutrality, and Indifference in all pub. 
lick Affairs) it is in vain to apply any Remedy, or 
endeavour at a Cure. The ftrongeft Reafons, and 
moft urgent Exhortations will have no more Effeét 
upon fuch a Man, than upon a natural Jdiot or Luma- 
tick ; with whom he ought to be laid afide, and dif- 
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regarded by the Publick, as a Defeét in the Creation, 
and the ufeleis Lumber of a Commonwealth. 

Sometimes it proceeds from Pufillanimity, or Indo- 
lence ; from the Fear of Oppofition, or a falfe No- 
tion of Quiet and Tranquility. There are many 
Men, who do not want Abilities to difcern the Grie- 
vances of the Publick, nor Inclinations to fee them 
redrefs’d ; and yet through a mean and daftardly Spi- 
rit, and a Defire of living eafy, as it is call’d, chule 
to fit down contented, and patiently fubmit to any 
Oppreffion, rather than ftir a Finger againft the Op- 
preilor, or run the leaft Hazard in the Caufe of Vir- 
tue and Liberty. As they have too much Senfe and 
Integrity to concur with the publick Enemy in any 
of his pernicious Defigns ; fo they are very free, upon 
all Occafions, to exprefs their hearty Wifhes to fee 
them defeated and overthrown. But they are fo much 
terrify’d with great Names and bluftring Speeches, 
that they are not only difheartned from appearing a- 
gainft them themfelves, but do all that lies in their 
Po wer to difcourage others, by magnify’d Difficulties 
and frightful a They feem to diftruft 
the Judgment of all Opponents, at the fame Time 
that they applaud their Zeal ; and look upon them, at 
heft, as a Sort of frantick Enthufiafs for Liberty, 
and well-meaning Maimen. 

If fuch Principles fhould ever prevail, and the Ge- 
nerality of Mankind fhould imitate the Condu& of 
thefe negative Patriots, what an hopeful Condition 
would theWorld be foon in ? There would, no Doubt, 
be excellent Management, and’moft bleffed Meafures 
purfu’d in all Nations, provided Miniffers were left, 
in this Manner, to do every Thing which foould feem 
good in their o wn Eyes, without any Oppofition or 
Animadverfion | 

By the fame Method of Reafoning, it would be 
eafy to prove, that it is ridiculous to infift on the 
fir & Obfervation o§ any moral or chriffian _— 
whi 
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whilft there is fo general a Current againft them, and 
fo little Probability that any Preaching or Pains will 
ever be able to banifh Vice and Wickednels intirely 
out of the World. Yet as the Prevalence of Immo- 
rality will not excufe the Clergy from being zealous 
in their Exhortations againf it ; fo itis equally unju- 
ftifiable, and leaft of all becomes Men of that Funétion, 
to difcountenance publick Virtue and the Love of 
their Country, by reprefenting the Pra€tice of them 
either as dangerous or romantick ; and improving, by 
thefe Means, on the flavifh Doétrine of pafive Odve- 
dience, by extending it even to the worf? of Mini- 
ers. 
" But as it is the Duty of every honeft Man to ftand’ 
up, and contend, upon all Occafions, for the Rights 
and Liberties of his Country, however powertully 
they may be, at any Time, invaded ; fo I have the 
Satisfaction to obferve, that we do not want Inftances 
in Hiftory, where a {mall Oppofition, vigoronfly car- 
ried on and maintain’d with Conftancy, has been 
found to prevail over the ftrongeft Combinations. 
Even De/pair fometimes infpires Men with fuch Re- 
folution as makes them forget all Danger, and fur- 
mount all Difficulties, leading them on to Viétory and’ 
Triumph. ‘This feems to have been the Cafe of the 
Locrians, a8 Fu/tin relates it, who marching into the 
Field, with only fifteen Thoufand Men, againft the 
Cretonians, who had no lefs than an hundred and 
twenty Thoufand, and giving over all Hopes of ViGory, 
refolv’d to fall bravely in Battle, and unanimoufly a- 
greed to fight it out to the laft Man ; defpair having 
infpired every one of them with fo much Ardour, 
that they efteemed an honourable Death a kind of Vic- 
tory. But this glorious Refolution had another Effect, 
and ended in the Defeat of their Enemies, notwith- 
ftanding fo great a Di/parity in Numbers. Dum mori 


honefte gu@runt, feliciter vicerunt ; mec alia caufa- 


vittoria fuit, quam quod defperaverunte. 
O 3 The: 
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The fame Author, in ano her Place, tells us that 
the Cro‘onians being foon after invaded by Dieny/ius, 
with great Difadvantage on their Side, made a more 
obftinate and fuccefsful Refiftance with a fma// Num- 
ber of Men againit a vaff Army, than they did be- 
fore with fo many Thou/and again an Handful of the 
Locrians. Upon which the Hiftorian makes this ju- 
dicious Remark ; Tantum virtutis Paupertas adver/us 
infolentes Divitias babet, tantogue infperata interdum 
fperata victoria certior ef. 

There are fo many Initances of the fame Kind to 
be met with in the Roman and Grecian Hittories, 
as well as in the Annals of moft other Nations, that 
it would look like Pedantry or puerile Oftentation to 
quote any more. Nor do thefe Things depend on 
the Veracity and Authority of antient Writers, but 
are fufficiently confirm'd by the Hiftery and Expe- 
rience of later Times; which will furnifh us with 
feveral Examples of the moft powerful and formi- 
dable Superiorities in Number, which have been over- 
come by the Unanimity, Vigour and Refolution of 
inferior Parties. 

The Republick of Holland was reduced to fuch 
Diftrefs, fomewhat above Fifty Years ago, by the 
united Arms of Eng/and and France, as I mentioned 
in my laft Paper, that the Lords of Am/fterdam af- 
fembled together, in order to confult what Meafures 
to take. It even became a Queftion in Debate, 
whether they foould not fend their Keys to the French 
King at Utrecht ; and we are affured that fome of 

them were fo much intimidated and poffeffed of fuch 
cowardly Tempers, that they were not afhamed to 
argue publickly, in that Affembly, for the Afirma- 
tive ; which perhaps might have been carried, if it 
had not been prevented by Monfieur Tu/ip, (one of 
the Burgomafters, a Man of a brave, invincible Spi- 
rit,) who ran to the Window, and vow’d if they did 
not lay afide all Thoughts of fubmitting to — 
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he would call out to the People (who were croud- 
ing about the Stadthoufe) and have them torn to 
Pieces ; which put an End to that fcandalous Dif- 
pute. 

Thus that great State was, in a Manner, refcu’d 
from immediate Deftruétion by the Magnanimity of 
one Man; as it was afterwards fully fecured in the 
Poffeflion of its former Liberties by the heroick For- 
titude and Conduét of the young Prince ot Orance, 
(that immortal Deliverer of his own Country. as 
well as of ours) to whom only it is owing that they 
have ever fince continued to make a Figure amongit 
the Nations of the Earth. 

Thefe Examples, and a Multitude of others, with 
which every Man’s Reflection will fupply him, are 
fufficient to fhew, that the ftrongeft Confederacies 
of Power, or the moft violent Torrents of Corrup- 
tion ought not to difcourage us in the Caufe of 
Virtue, nor induce us to defpair of Succefs. I thall 
therefore only add, under this Head, that as thofe 
{neaking, timorous Semi- Patriots, who dare not open- 
ly avow their Opinions, or aét according to them, 
are always treated with Contempt by the Enemies 
of their Country, whofe Meafures they have not the 
Courage to oppofe ; fo they ought to be look’d on 
in the fame Light by the Afertors of Liberty, whom 
they meanly forfake, and not to reap any Advantages 
from the Manumiffion of their Country, {when that 
is effected ) to which they were afraid to contribute 
their A fliftance. 

Such Men deferve the fame Rebuke, which St. 
Fobm gave to the /uke-warm Laodiceans. 

I know thy Works, that thou art neitber cold nor 
hot. J would thou wert cold or hot. 

So then becaufe thou art lukewarm, and neither 
cold nor hot, J will fpue thee out of my Mouth. 

But to return to the Cau/és of a political Lethargy 3 
which is occafioned by nothing more commonly or 
more 
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more effectually than by a general Spirit of Luxu y 
and Profufion ; or a prevailing Appetite to foft ef- 
feminate Inventions and wanton Entertainments. For 
as thefe Things tend to enervate the Mind, fo they 
have always been found to engrofs the Attention, and 
divert the Thoughts from refleéting on other Matters 
of the utmoit Confequence; which, under fuch an In- 
fatuation, ceafe to give us any Satisfaétion or Concern. 

When the Spirit and Morals of a People are dif- 
folved in Voluptuou/nefs, and its conftant Attendant, 
Corruption, they give themfelves up intirely to the 
Purfuits of private Pleafure, and care not how the 
great Affairs of the World go on, as long as they can 
proceed, without Interruption, in the full Enjoyment 
of their favourite Diverfions. 

And though i/l-defigning Minifters, in all Ages, 
have conftantly made ufe of thefe Methods to throw 
their Fellow-fubjeéts into fuch a Lethargy as 1 have 
been defcribing, in order to carry on their wicked 
Defigns with Safety, and many flourifhing Kingdoms 
have been thereby deftroyed ; yet fuch. a deceitful Si- 
ren is PLE aAsuRE®, and has fuch an alluring Power. 
over thofe Minds, in which it has once found Ad- 
mittance, that it is a Matter of the utmoft Difficulty 
to free Mankind from its Tyranny, or convince them 
of their Danger, till it is too late to avoid it. 

It is well known that the Subverfion of the Roman- 
Commonwealth was chiefly occafioned by fuch a pre- 
vailing Diffolution of Manners ; which was too nearly 
our own Cafe, in the luxurious Reign of King 
Charles II. 

But it is the peculiar Blefling of this Nation at 
prefent, that we live under an Adminiffration, which 
does not ftand in Need of any fuch Arts to blind the- 
Kyes of the People, or lay us afleep in Luxury and 
Indolence ; for, on the contrary, they feem to be fo 
confcious of their Integrity, and the Juftice of their 
Caufe, that they make ufe of all Methods to awaken 
our. 
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our Attention, and encourage us to examine their 
Conduét. It is well known under whofe Direétion a 
late famous Book was written ; and by whofe Autho- 
rity it has been difperfed through the Kingdom ; 
which, being an ApPEaL4e-the Publick, gives e- 
very Man a Liberty to make fuch fecther Enguirics 
into the Matters which j: treats of, as hé thinks pro- 
per 3 fince it is ridiculous to fuppofe that any Perfons 
fhould pretend to fubsiit their Aétions to the Iudg- 
ment of the People, and at the fame T'ime not fufter 
the People to deliver their Judgment. We cannot 
therefore have any Apprehenfions of Danger, whilft 
Affairs are conducted in fo candid and impartial a 
Manner ; nor fufpeét any i// Defigns in Men, who 
have condefcended firft to toll the Alarm-bell ; which 
may poflibly excite others to raife it, and ring it 
ext in the Ears of the Nation. , 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
Juft Publith’d, 

Kee SCREEN SCREEN’D; Oy, a SPr 
RITUAL vg bg “a aPouitTicart Con- 
scrence. By a R. R. Cafuift and Stickler on 
both Sides. 

Out of thine own Mouth will I condemn thee 
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